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March has certainly been an interesting month for the planet, forcing many of us to 
make rapid adjustments to our daily lives. The Marine Team have come up with some 

educational and fun activities for you and your family to do while at home. In addition, 
with our programmes temporarily on hold, the Marine Team take this opportunity to 

work on some exciting new projects, read on to find out more.    

Make the Most of your Time at Home! 
By Fatma Manyenze 

The ocean is a wonderful place to explore with family and friends! Besides from being fascinating, learning about 
the ocean helps develop a care and concern for it too. While we all stay at home to help decrease the spread of the 
COVID-19 virus, parents and children of varied ages are left with a lot of time on their hands, so our team have 
found some fun activities, to help you, your friends and families to learn about the ocean. In addition, the           
Conservation Education Society and Marine Education Centre have some fun quizzes, art and craft activities, as well 
as a competition, in store for you, read on to find out more! 
 
Online Story Time! 
Amazon is offering their audible books for free! Here are a few audiobooks we recommend; 
 
Fish Friends Three is a story about three friends, Timsi, Bucki and Moti. When 
trouble strikes, they help each other to escape the fisherman. The story is filled 
with rhyming words, numbers and charming imagery, helping educate and  
enthrall the younger audience. Click the link to enjoy this charming tale: 
https://adbl.co/2URR1U0 
Anansi and the Tug o' War is a classic trickster tale from Africa, where Anansi 
proves to an elephant and a killer whale, in a battle of wits, brains definitely 
outdo brawn. Click on the link to listen: https://adbl.co/3dPwTdJ 
20,000 Leagues Under the Sea takes us back to the year 1866. Ships of several 
nations spot a mysterious sea monster, which some suggest to be a giant     
narwhal. An expedition to find and destroy the monster is assembled by the 
United States! To enjoy this audiobook, click the link: https://adbl.co/3aAi3py 

 
 
The Planet Protectors: Activities for Kids 
The Planet Protectors have lots of activities for kids! Planet 
Protectors teaches participants to reduce, reuse, and recycle 
with a mission to improve the world around us. Use the link 
to check out their calendar of activities all year round! One 
that interested us was a month of writing love letters to the 
earth! Why not dedicate the month of April to this activity, 
children get to learn about our planet, while developing their 
writing skills! And don’t forget to share any letters you write 
with us, we would love to read them: https://shrts.net/a6iyZ 
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Picture above: Anansi and the Tug o’ war audiobook 
front cover 

Picture above: The Planet Protectors calendar of activities. 

https://adbl.co/2URR1U0
https://adbl.co/3dPwTdJ
https://adbl.co/3aAi3py
https://shrts.net/a6iyZ
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 Nature’s Path  
Nature’s Path has 15 engaging activities for kids to learn about the ocean. 
These activities are fun and can be done with the help of parents and older 
siblings. Children can learn about the ocean and develop an appreciation for 
the ocean habitats. Activities vary from paper crafts, teaching you about the 
ocean layers, to ocean-themed yoga poses. https://bit.ly/2wYO1NN 
 
Quiz Time! 
The Conservation Education Society and the Marine Education Centre will be 
releasing a series of fun pop quizzes. For every quiz, we will keep track of 
scores and the overall winner will receive a small award! There will be 10  
quizzes in total. We would love to hear from you, so please follow us on social 
media and leave a comment on the most interesting facts you learned from 
each quiz! Remember to leave your email address to be in for a chance to win. 
To take the first three quizzes, click the links below; 
 

1. Degradation of everyday products: https://bit.ly/2UQmuGa 
2. How much do you know about Sea Turtles?: https://bit.ly/3dP9Yzx 
3. Industrial Fishing: https://bit.ly/2xFe4JO 
 

Upcycle some old t-shirts! 
Why not clear out your wardrobe while at home and upcycle some old t-shirts into shopping bags. Follow our easy 
guide below, and remember to share photos of the finished product! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here are a few more resources, which have been vetted by our team, that can be used while at home; 
 Follow the trail takes you on a journey around your home to learn about the earth and its resources: https://

bit.ly/2wWDgvd 
 Case of the broken loop teaches us about the importance of conserving resources and reducing waste, this is 

taught through the use of puzzles and home based activities: https://bit.ly/2UzpZBO 
 NatGeo for Kids is jam-packed with games, activities and resources for all ages: https://bit.ly/2R2x1x1 
 Explore the deep sea and the animals that live there with this cool website: https://bit.ly/2R3E3RQ 

Picture above: ocean-themed Yoga poses by Kid Yoga 
Stories.  

https://bit.ly/2wYO1NN
https://bit.ly/2UQmuGa
https://bit.ly/3dP9Yzx
https://bit.ly/2xFe4JO
https://bit.ly/2wWDgvd
https://bit.ly/2wWDgvd
https://bit.ly/2UzpZBO
https://bit.ly/2R2x1x1
https://bit.ly/2R3E3RQ
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What’s coming up… 

As for many of us, we have had to make many changes to our daily work activities, with the marine team now 
working mostly from their homes. We will be using this time wisely and focusing our energy on activities such as; 
streamlining our programmes, developing new materials both for online use and for our education programmes, 

ensuring that as soon as we are able, we can hit the ground running. We will also be working hard to complete our 
website, strategic plan and will continue to seek funding for future programmes. This time will allow us to come 

back better and stronger, and with even more exciting projects for 2020! 

March 2020 GlobalGiving Campaign- 

We made it, Thanks to our wonderful supporters 

 

Due to the COVID-19 virus outbreak that is impacting all our lives, all 
programmes have been suspended until a time when it is safe to   
resume them. In the meantime, Conservation Education Society and 
the Marine Education Centre have been keeping with a variety of 
project based work and preparations, read on to learn more;  
 In March the Marine Team was kept busy with the GlobalGiving 

Accelerator campaign, needing to raise $5,000 through 40+     
donors. We are thrilled to report that we were successful in    
raising the required amount, for further details please refer to 
the article above! 

 In response to COVID-19 virus, we have been developing online 
quizzes as there is no reason why we can’t still be involved in 
conservation and learn something new from the comfort of our 
homes. 

 We were able to meet with our Mama Lorenza Marine          
Afterschool club at the beginning of March where we all worked 
on turning trash into textiles, we look forward to our next 
meeting where we will be designing clothing using these textiles! 

 The sea turtle presentation evening went ahead on 12th March 
but we had to postpone the movie evening for a later date.  

Feel free to contact us if you would like to learn more about our 
current programmes! 

Picture top left: A necklace made during the workshop, made from 
old rope and pieces of plastic bottles. Picture top right: A selection of 
textile samples, made entirely out of trash. Picture at the bottom; 
Students making their own textile samples. 

March 2020 GlobalGiving Campaign- 
We made it, Thanks to our wonderful supporters 

 
The 25th March marked the end of a very busy two 
weeks for the Marine Team, it also marked a milestone 
for the Conservation Education Society and the Marine 
Education Centre, as we successfully raised $5,450 
through 80+ donors, and out of hundreds of                
organisations we came 39th! 
We are incredibly thankful to everyone who helped 
make this possible, many donations came from caring 
individuals but we also received very generous donations 
from businesses and organisations. (listed on the  right). 
This really is an amazing outcome and means that we will 
receive a permanent position on the GlobalGiving     
website, along with corporate sponsorships and          
professional training. All the tools we need to strengthen 
and grow our organisation. 



8. Which species of sea turtle nests in Diani? 

     Green  Leatherback 

     Hawksbill Loggerhead 
 

9. How many eggs does a sea turtle lay in 

one nest? 

     50-80 120-150 

     80-120 150-200 
 

10. What are the two largest human threats 

to all marine species?  

         Coastal development 

         Pollution 

 Aquarium trade 

 Fishing 

3. What is coral? 

Animal          Rock 

Plant                  All of the above 
 

4. What is the most commonly sighted                

cetacean species in Diani? 

  Humpback whale      Blue whale 

  Bottlenose dolphin      Spinner dolphin  

1. What is a sea turtle? 

  Fish  Mammal 

  Amphibian        Reptile  
 

2. How big can a whale shark 

grow to be? 

  4 metres            8 metres 

  12 metres          16 metres  

In early March, before the changes to our routines by the COVID-19 pandemic, our 

marine team scuba divers had a number of cool encounters! One was the jellyfish 

swarms! But don’t worry, they aren’t harmful jellyfish; while a slight sting may be 

felt occasionally during our descents or ascents through the swarms, the sensation 

passed quickly enough! We believe they are Crambionella orsini, a jellyfish that 

grows between 10cm and 20cm wide, are cartilagionous and smooth, and with 

short tentacles. Secondly, a number of our team witnessed the beautifully ornate 

Weedy Scorpionfish (Rhinopias frondosa)! The 

individual photographed here was not the 

only one, and each have slightly different              

colouration and ornamentation. As a                    

scorpionfish, they have venomous spines in 

their fins, however the only way to get stung 

is to touch them, so it is easy to avoid! They 

spend most of their time being very still and 

relying on their camouflage to catch fish! 

It’s Whale Shark Season... 

Two of our diving team finally 

saw a whale shark! During an                   

exploration dive to search for 

new sea turtles yet to be                      

recorded in the identification database, a six-metre gentle 

giant glided by above them! However, the second sighting 

of the month by the Diving the Crab team was certainly 

the most amazing as they were called out to rescue a 

whale shark that had its tail stuck in a fishing net!  Luckily 

the team were able to get to the shark quickly and cut it 

free with no lasting harm to the beautiful creature! 

SCUBA TEAM By Jenni Choma 

5. How much of the world’s 

oxygen is produced by 

phytoplankton (plant 

plankton)? 

  10%            50% 

  30%             80% 
 

6. What percentage of the 

ocean floor is covered by 

coral reefs? 

  20%             5%  

  10%             1%  
 

7. What percentage of known 

marine species are           

associated with coral 

reefs? 

  5%            25% 

  10%            50% 

This Months Turtle  
Achievements with  

our Partners 

Our diving team still got to fit 

in 40 dives before our day-to-

day schedules changed. This resulted in the sightings of 

132 Green turtles and 35 Hawksbill turtles. You can 

find out more about the turtle identification program 

by following the Olive Ridley Project updates!          

While we still do not have a sea turtle nest in our              

relocation site yet, our partners in Diani Turtle Watch 

have had a busier month and are now monitoring a 

total of 10 nests between Waa and Funzi Island. Don’t 

forget to check their March update too! 
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Crambionella Orsini jellyfish bloom photographed at 
Milele by marine team diver  

Quiz answers: 1. Reptile 2. 12 metres 3. Bottlenose dolphin 4. All of the above 5. 50% 6. 1% 7. 25% 8. Green 9. 80-120 10. Pollution & Fishing 

Weedy scorpionfish photographed at Igloo by 
Tay Belcher of Diving the Crab  

As we will not be able to host any presentation and 

movie nights this month, or conduct and eco-tours at 

the Marine Education Centre, we wish to instead                

provide you with a fun quiz of the topics we have                 

covered so far to test your marine knowledge (answers 

are displayed at the base of the page)! 

 
How did you do? 

(check below) 
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@conservationeducationsociety       @marineeducationcentre 
 

@conservationeducationsociety 
 

@CESKenya 
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Conservation Education Society/ Marine Education Centre  

P.O. Box 5066-80401 

Diani Beach, South Coast, Kenya  

+254 757 130 827 

www.ceskenya.com 

info@ces-kenya.org/ info@marineeducationcentre.com 

Remember  
If you see a turtle 

nesting or an injured 
turtle along Diani beach, 

please contact Diani 
Turtle Watch team on 

+254 758 961 322 

Please note, the   
Marine Education 

Centre will be closed 
to the public until 

further notice. 

https://www.facebook.com/conservationeducationsociety
https://www.facebook.com/MarineEducationCentre/
https://www.instagram.com/conservationeducationsociety/
https://twitter.com/CES_Kenya
http://www.ces-kenya.org
mailto:info@ces-kenya.org
mailto:info@marineeducationcentre.com
https://www.reefolution.org/
https://www.kwaleplasticsplus.com/
https://oliveridleyproject.org/
https://localocean.co/about-loc/
https://www.facebook.com/dianiturtlewatch/

