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Diani Turtle Watch was established in 2012, launched by Local Ocean Conservation. Local Ocean Conservation, 

based in Watamu, primarily focus on marine conservation and community development. Diani Turtle Watch 

was formed to increase the awareness surrounding turtles nesting on Diani Beach and the problems some of 

these nests face, such as tourism development. Beach erosion and beach development were reducing the   

survivability of turtle nests in Diani, so Diani Turtle Watch was formed, to relocate each nest to a safe zone for 

incubation. Each nest is protected and monitored from relocation to excavation after hatching, and data is  

recorded on the success rates of every nest. Seven years on,  Diani Turtle Watch has strengthened community 

ties and formed partnerships with several hotels, who have provided safe relocation sites for nests laid in 

problem areas. The programme has had great success and 187 nests have been relocated in the first six 

months of 2019 alone. Both the Marine Education Centre and Conservation Education Society work with Diani 

Turtle Watch and Local Ocean Conservation to increase public awareness of sea turtle populations. 
 

If you see a turtle nesting or an injured turtle along Diani beach, please contact Diani 
Turtle Watch team on +254 758 961 322 

Welcome to the Conservation Education Society’s First Newsletter!  

The Conservation Education Society (CES) is a not-for-profit working in the Kwale District of Kenya, specifically, the 

coastal town of Diani at the Marine Education Centre (MEC), which is located within the Sands at Nomad Hotel       

property. The Society was only established this year and has already begun running education programmes for local 

and international students. All programmes primarily focus on marine wildlife and conservation and CES is fortunate to 

be working at the Marine Education Centre, running all the centre’s education programmes and fundraising activities. 

The society has also established partnerships with some fantastic marine based conservation organisations in Kenya. 

The MEC and CES work with these partners, sharing ideas, spreading awareness, increasing fundraising opportunities 

and supporting one another in their work. As this is our first newsletter, we would like to introduce you to some of 

these amazing organisations. 

The Olive Ridley Project began working in Kenya in November 2018 through partnership with the 

Sands at Nomad and the Marine Education Centre. Together, they have begun the first turtle       

identification programme in Kenya and hope to build partnerships with other local organisations. The 

charity was originally established in 2013 with operations based in the Maldives. The project protects 

and gathers data on sea turtles and ghost nets in the Indian Ocean. The photo identification project 

has just reached it’s one year, and has so far identified 313 individual sea turtles inhabiting Diani’s 

reefs, 281 of which are green sea turtles, and 32 of which are hawksbill sea turtles.   

https://www.facebook.com/dianiturtlewatch
https://localocean.co/
https://oliveridleyproject.org/
https://localocean.co/about-loc/
https://www.facebook.com/dianiturtlewatch/
https://oliveridleyproject.org/


Kwale Plastic Plus Collectors is a local initiative to help clean up our natural environments in a sustainable 
manner. This means that all trash collected is separated and recycled. Since the organisations establishment 
they have been able to implement bins along Diani’s beach road for the general public to use. These bins 
have 4 separate bins for plastic, paper, glass and metal. They have also recently purchased plastic recycling 
machines from another great initiative,  Plastiki Rafiki. The machines themselves are located at the Marine 
Education Centre and produce merchandise such as keyrings, magnets and clocks from plastic waste collect-
ed from Diani beach. If you would like to see the machines and merchandise, please visit the Marine Educa-
tion Centre. 

The REEFolution Foundation is based in the coastal town of Shimoni, approximately 1 hour south of  
Diani. The foundation aims to restore local coral reefs and create artificial reefs with the help of  
local communities. Combining local and scientific knowledge, REEFolution aids coral growth and reef          
formation with the aim to improve and sustain local biodiversity, thereby contributing to the       
livelihood conditions of those who depend on marine resources. 
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The Society along with the Marine Education Centre have already 
achieved a lot, so far this year: 

 We have provided education programmes for over 12 schools, 
reaching nearly 550 students and 70 teachers. 

 Our beach cleans with schools and community groups have     
removed  over 10,000 items of trash from our beaches,        
shockingly, on average over 78% of this was plastics! 

 We have recently kick started  our programme with Camps      
International, providing a marine focused education programme 
for UK students visiting Kenya.  

 The Conservation Education Society along with the Marine      
Education Centre hosted Diani’s First ever Sea Turtle Festival. The 
event was a great success, with approximately 200 students 
attending the event, along with community groups and residents 
from the area. 

 We had a new member who joined the marine team; Fatma 
Manyenze, a Marine Biologist, she will be assisting with both the 
turtle monitoring project and education programmes.  

 Our website is currently being developed, which will be jam 
packed with information on our work, so watch this space!  

 As part of a year-long programme, we are currently working with 
a team of teachers from local schools to develop educational  
materials for local schools, all based on the Kenyan curriculum 
and all marine themed, this has been developed by both local 
teachers and us!  

 

Feel free to contact us if you would like to learn more about our 
current programmes! 

Pictures from top 
left to bottom 
right:            
Performances from 
schools in Kwale at 
the Sea Turtle 
Festival; Egg and 
spoon races at the 
Sea Turtle Festival; 
Diani Turtle Watch 
showing students a 
nest relocation site; 
Kwale Plastic Plus 
Collectors   
demonstrating to 
students the plastic 
recycling process. 

https://www.kwaleplasticsplus.com/
https://www.kwaleplasticsplus.com/
https://plastikirafiki.com/
https://www.reefolution.org/
https://www.reefolution.org/


There are many ways you can get involved and support marine education,  
research and conservation projects. Here are just a few ways:  

Many of the organisations we work with have sponsorship or adoption 
schemes, whereby you can adopt a turtle nest or an individual sea turtle 

from either the Olive Ridley Project or Diani Turtle Watch, and in turn 
your money goes directly towards their vital work. See details below to 

find out more.  

You can also sponsor an artificial reef or a school programme with          
REEFolution. Either click on the above link or contact us directly         

(info@ces-kenya.org) to find out more. 

Visit us at the Marine Education Centre to learn about marine wildlife and 
conservation, we are open daily between 3pm-5pm (see map).  

Local Ocean Conservation are currently underway with a crowdfunding     
campaign, you can help them reach their target by pledging your support, 

you can click the link above to do this.  

The Marine Education Centre hosts a documentary night every week,        
currently playing an episode of Blue Planet II each week, please join us!  

Follow us and the above organisations on social media to keep updated 
with our current programmes.  

Join us on a beach clean-up; contact us directly to find out when the next 
one will be.  

Finally, spread the word, share this information with friends and family! 

How can you help? 
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https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/615bb3_c41be81d1dfe451489233c70ea6e47e2.pdf
https://www.thundafund.com/project/nowyousea
https://www.thundafund.com/project/nowyousea
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@conservationeducationsociety 
 

@CES_Kenya 
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Conversation Education Society/ Marine Education Centre  

P.O. Box 5066-80401 

Diani Beach, South Coast, Kenya  

+254 757 130 827 

www.ces-kenya.com 

info@ces-kenya.org/ info@marineeducationcentre.com 

https://www.facebook.com/conservationeducationsociety
https://www.facebook.com/MarineEducationCentre/
https://www.instagram.com/conservationeducationsociety/
https://twitter.com/CES_Kenya
http://www.ces-kenya.org
mailto:info@ces-kenya.org
mailto:info@marineeducationcentre.com

