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In this month’s newsletter we focus on some of the good news out there, because lets 
face it, we are often overwhelmed with all the bad news in the world, which can leave 

us feeling a little de-motivated. We are here to report that there also a lot of good    
happening right now, which needs our support and acknowledgement.  MEC scuba     

divers also report on some of the amazing work that they do, in and out of the water!  

Happy Eco News! 
By Fatma Manyenze 

In January we dedicated some of our social media posts to good environmental news from The Happy Broadcast! 
With all the terrible news we receive daily, it is refreshing to read some happy news on the environment. Check out 
some of our popular posts below! 
 

Education and Plastic Waste 
Parents are using plastic waste to pay for education in Nigeria. More than 262 
million kids around the world are unable to go to school, often because school 
fees are too expensive. In a bid to expand access to education and fight         
pollution, the recycle pay project is doing an amazing job in Lagos! Like        
feeding two birds with one scone, the environment is a little bit cleaner and 
parents can now afford to send their children to school through the Recycle Pay 
project!  
https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-africa-48547893/how-plastic-bottles-are
-paying-for-lessons-in-nigeria 

 

Trash for Tickets 
Recycling is one of many important ways to reduce litter and waste in the     
environment. In Rome, the transit cash for plastic trash initiative allows       
commuters to receive a credit of five cents for each plastic bottle recycled. 
Through an app, users scan their personal barcode on a special recycling       
machine, insert an empty plastic bottle inside a compactor and digitally buy 
rides. A standard ticket that is valid for one metro ride or 100 minutes on all 
buses including transfers, costs 1.50 euros; 
equivalent to 30 bottles! 
https://aawsat.com/english/home/
article/1957706/people-rome-exchange-
plastic-bottles-metro-tickets 
 

Mushroom could be the solution 
It is clear that the world is currently facing a plastic crisis. By 2050, it is            
estimated that there could be more plastic than fish in our oceans! However, 
scientists around the world are discovering different types of fungus that can 
degrade different types of plastic. In just two years, fifty new plastic eating 
mushrooms have been discovered. This is some good news which makes us 
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International Maritime Organization Reduces Sulphur Emissions in 2020   

From January 2020, the International Maritime Organization (IMO) have implemented tougher regulations on    

sulphur emissions from ships. From the beginning of 2020, IMO has banned all ships using fuel with sulphur       

content over 0.5%. This is a significant reduction from the original 3.5% used before the ban. Only ships with      

sulphur-cleaning devices, known as scrubbers, are allowed to continue to burn high-sulphur fuel. Failure to comply 

to these new rules will result in ships being detained or fined. Some industries have expressed concern that there 

has not been enough time to make the necessary changes, as well as concerns that some ports will not enforce the 

new regulations fully. Furthermore, the 

new regulation only focuses on reduction 

of sulphur emissions and not the           

reduction of carbon dioxide, meaning 

there will not be a direct impact on global 

warming. Regardless, this is a great step 

towards a cleaner environment as sulphur 

emissions have been linked to respiratory 

illnesses and lung disease in humans, acid 

rain, and the acidification of our oceans. 

This significant reduction of these       

emissions will improve air quality and   

reduce impact of acid rain on crops,      

forests and aquatic species. To find out 

more check out the IMO website.  

hopeful for the future of plastic waste disposal, saving our oceans from trash! 
https://leapsmag.com/plastic-eating-mushrooms-let-you-have-your-trash-and-eat-it-too/  
 

The Free Willy Bill 
As of last year, Canada made it illegal to catch and hold whales, dolphins and 
porpoises in captivity. The new legislation also prohibits the trade, breeding 
and collecting of reproductive materials from the animals, such as sperm or 
embryos. The only exceptions are in cases of rescues and rehabilitation,      
licensed scientific research, or in the “best interests of the cetacean’s          
welfare.” The bill also makes it illegal to use the cetaceans in competition,  
exhibition, or any other events in which captive whales or dolphins are used 
for performance for entertainment purposes. Those who violate sections of 
this law can be fined up to $200,000. 
https://news.mongabay.com/2019/06/canada-passes-free-willy-bill-to-ban-captivity-
of-all-whales-dolphins/ 

The Conservation Education Society and the Marine Education Centre have had 
a busy January;  
 Most of the team dedicated much of their time towards completing both 

CES and MEC’s very first annual report for 2019. We were incredibly happy 
to see how far we have come and how much we have achieved in such a 
short time. You can find the report on our social media platforms, or you 
can contact us directly for a copy! 

 CES and MEC participated in two local events in Diani during January, these 
being, the 8th Diani Regatta and the Kenya Kite Cup. CES funded for one 
school group to participate in the Diani Regatta festivities. At both events 
MEC and CES had a stall and spent the day speaking with tourists, residents 

Picture on 
the left: CES 
and MEC first 
Annual  
report,  
available 
online and 
upon request! 
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and students! 
 In January, the MEC marine biologist kick started 

the presentation and documentary evenings with 
the theme being coral. 

 Diani Turtle Watch (DTW) began the year with a 
training session at MEC for all their turtle nest  
monitors.  

 We were joined by Nice View Gratitude School from 
Msambweni, along with a Belgium not-for-profit 
social media group called FHLM. The group spent 
two days learning about marine life and               
conservation, and as part of their project, the      
students interviewed some of the marine team and 
produced a podcast about the centre!  

 We started our internal training programme, which 
involves each team member conducting a training 
session on a related topic, in January we discussed 
fundraising strategies. 

Feel free to contact us if you would like to learn more 
about our current programmes! 
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What’s coming up... 

In February, we will (hopefully) be returning back to some normality after the craziness of the festive season and 
January activities. In February, we already have much planned, from team training sessions and school trips, we 
have highlighted some of Februarys activities below; 
 We are currently developing a new outdoors exhibit, which will be all about sustainability! 
 Our marine biologist will begin conducting monthly marine education workshops with the Diving the Crab 

team. 
 The next presentation and movie nights will be about the huge biodiversity we have in our oceans. 
 We will be kick starting our documentary nights and marine afterschool club activities with Mama Lorenza   

Vocational Centre.  
 We already have two school trips booked for February from Tradewinds Academy. 
 Some of the Marine Team will be joining Kwale Scouts for a beach clean. 

Picture at the top: Staff training session on fundraising. Picture second from the top: 
DTW conducting training with the turtle nest monitors. Picture above and the first 
picture on the right; The Nice View Gratitude School and FHLM team at MEC.  Pictures 
on the far right; students at the Diani Regatta. 



This January was all about coral! Our marine biologist conducted 
a Discover Coral Dive with Diving the Crab during which scuba 
divers were given a short presentation on the surface interval 
followed by identifying types of coral with interested parties 
during the second dive. At Nomad Beach Bar & Restaurant our 
marine biologist hosted a Coral Presentation evening and a 
Chasing Coral movie evening. Two members of the marine team 
were trained in the use of CoralNet; a continuation of the     
mapping project with Coastal Oceans Research and                   
Development – Indian Ocean (CORDIO) and Allen Coral Atlas 
(ACA) in late 2019. This involved the identification of benthic life 
in the photos collected during the 2019 fieldwork, which will add 
to the global mapping efforts of ACA.  

Its Whale Shark Season... 

Our divers are still yet to sight a 
whale shark this season!       
January was a quiet month with 
only six reported sightings, five 
of which were in the first week. 

However, February and March are usually the peak 
months for whale shark sightings. 

SCUBA TEAM 

Our marine team divers also started collecting pre-bleaching coral data in case 
of an El Nino event this season. 

The marine team conducted the first beach profiling of the 
year; a pilot study for 2020. This was done using the Emery 
Method and saw a 3.39 metre declining slope over the 102 
metre distance from the top of the beach to the water line. 
This study will be repeated monthly throughout the year, 
and we will release a report for any of those interested. We 
hope by collecting this data we can begin to understand  
seasonal changes to our coastline overtime. If you wish to 
learn more about the method we use, please contact us  
directly, as it can be done along any beachfront in the world! 

This Months Turtle 
Achievements with our 

Partners 

In partnership with the Olive     
Ridley Project, our diving team 
have submitted 143 turtle sightings in January alone. The 
sea turtle identification database now sits at 397         
Endangered Green Turtles and 45 Critically Endangered 
Hawksbill Turtles!  

We do not yet have a sea turtle nest relocated to our site 
at the Sands at Nomad Hotel, but our partners, Diani  
Turtle Watch, have recorded one new nest in January, in 
addition to the two nests remaining from 2019 which 
both hatched this month. 
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Conservation Education Society/ Marine Education Centre  

P.O. Box 5066-80401 

Diani Beach, South Coast, Kenya  

+254 757 130 827 

www.ceskenya.com 

info@ces-kenya.org/ info@marineeducationcentre.com 

Remember  
If you see a turtle 

nesting or an injured 
turtle along Diani beach, 

please contact Diani 
Turtle Watch team on 

+254 758 961 322 

If you would like to learn more or support 
our work, you can visit us at the Marine     

Education Centre (see map below) or     
contact us on info@ces-kenya.org to find 

out more. 

https://www.facebook.com/conservationeducationsociety
https://www.facebook.com/MarineEducationCentre/
https://www.instagram.com/conservationeducationsociety/
https://twitter.com/CES_Kenya
http://www.ces-kenya.org
mailto:info@ces-kenya.org
mailto:info@marineeducationcentre.com
https://www.reefolution.org/
https://www.kwaleplasticsplus.com/
https://oliveridleyproject.org/
https://localocean.co/about-loc/
https://www.facebook.com/dianiturtlewatch/

