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To celebrate the month of love, we take a look at some of the relationships in the       
water, from the monogamous relationships all the way to the parasitic ones! March will 
be a very exciting month for us as we kick start our GlobalGiving Accelerator Campaign, 

which we will need your help and support with, please read on to learn more.  

Love is in the…. Water! 
By Maria Player 

For many, the most anticipated date in February is always the 14th, whether    

people are spending their valentine’s day with romantic interests, friends or    

family. This month the we took inspiration from our ocean dwelling friends for 

our own celebrations. 

On coral reefs it is common to spot species of butterflyfish swimming in pairs as 

they form strong monogamous bonds that last for their entire adulthood. These 

relationships can be heterosexual or homosexual and both members of the pair 

help equally to defend their territory. French angelfish also form monogamous 

bonds and spend 50% of their entire life swimming alongside their partners. 

When greeting each other they get so excited 

that they perform a swirling dance known as ‘carouseling’ where they swim in circles around 

one another. Some species of seahorse are also known to mate for life and can be found 

swimming or dancing nose-to-nose. 

Marine mammals are often polygamous and they have some proven flirtation methods. It has 

been found that only male humpback whales sing and one of the leading theories to explain 

this is to attract females. Dolphins are the most notorious flirts in the ocean, they use    

touching and playful behaviours as part of their courtship. Humpback dolphins in particular 

have been observed giving sponges as gifts to their romantic interests.  

Valentine’s, or PALentine’s day, is also about appreciating the platonic relationships we have 

with those closest to us and the support our friends give us. In the sea there are plenty of unusual long -term relationships   

between different species where at least one species receives benefits from the friendship; these are known as symbiotic    

relationships. There are three main types of relationship which are known as mutualism, commensalism and parasitism. 

Mutualistic relationships occur when both individuals gain positive benefits 

from the partnership. Made famous by Finding Nemo the relationship between 

sea anemone’s and clown fish has become iconic. Unlike other fish, clownfish 

are immune to the poisonous sting of the anemone which provides them with 

shelter and safety from predators. In return, the anemone gets a food source in 

the form of excrement and food scraps. It is also thought that the constant 

movement of the fish helps the anemone to maintain its beautiful colour by 

aerating it. 

Commensal relationships are a bit more one sided as only one individual gains 

from the partnership whilst the other is not affected. The imperial shrimp really 

1 

Picture above: two seahorses swimming 
nose-to-nose. 

Picture above: Skunk clownfish seeking shelter within an      
anemone 

Picture above: two butterfly fish swimming together along a 
coral reef ecosystem. 
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makes the most of its relationship with sea cucumbers and nudibranchs. In this case 

the sea cucumber acts as a mode of transport where the shrimp will occasionally hop 

off to hunt and feed, before returning to move on to the next feeding place. The 

shrimp gains safety and saves energy whilst the unsuspecting sea cucumber remains 

unharmed.  

Unfortunately, not every relationship is perfect and in the case of parasitic               

relationships only one individual benefits whilst exploiting and negatively impacting its 

host. Isopods are small crustaceans which attach themselves to the tongues of their 

fish hosts. Not only do they eat and replace their hosts tongue but they also feed    

directly on their blood, mucus and any food they try to consume! 

March 2020 GlobalGiving          
Campaign 

We are excited to announce that we have been   
accepted onto the March 2020 GlobalGiving        
Accelerator. This is a fantastic opportunity for us, 
but we NEED YOUR HELP to succeed!  
So what is it? We need to raise a minimum of 
$5,000 with at least 40 donors between the 9th 
March and 25th March. The money will help       
immensely by allowing us to continue AND expand 
our education programmes at the Marine Education 
Centre. But there is so much more on offer. If      
successful, we will win a permanent place on     
GlobalGiving website, a vetted internationally      
established charity. We will also have access to   
corporate partnerships, receive support via training 
etc. Basically, GlobalGiving will help us towards 
building a sustainable organisation, which will have 
long term and positive impacts in Kwale!  
By donating AND sharing this campaign, you will be 
helping us in so many ways. Our work is so           
incredibly vital, and in a short time of operation we 
are seeing fantastic results! We believe education in 
all forms should be accessible to all, regardless of 
your socioeconomic status. HELP US by donating on 
the 9th March from 5pm, remember to like us on 
social media, and share our campaign with your  
networks. If you would like further information or 
want to know how you can help, contact us on 
k.martin@ces-kenya.org. We will be more than  
happy to talk to you. All details and links can be 
seen on the right! Thank you 

The Conservation Education Society and the Marine Education Centre have had a busy February;  
 We joined Kwale Scouts on the 15th February for their celebration of Scouts Founders day. We took the         

opportunity to talk about our work and participated in a beach clean up, as well as helping to support the day 
by sponsoring the removal of the trash to KPPC recycling stations.  

 This month we were joined by two groups of students from Tradewinds Academy. One group explored the 
world under the sea, while the other went on a field trip to explore the Sands at Nomad forests, observing the 
abundance of life living there! 

 This month we kick started the Mama Lorenza Marine Afterschool Club and documentary nights. We were 

Picture above: An Imperial shrimp catching a ride on a 
sea cucumber 
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What’s coming up... 

In March, we will all be focusing our energy on our GlobalGiving Accelerator Campaign, but we have a lot of other 
activities planned also. We have highlighted some of these activities below; 
 CES will be celebrating 1 year of operation on the 21st March, this day marks the day the Conservation         

Education Society was officially formed! 
 We will be working with a web development and social media team to increase our awareness online this 

month, this will also mean we are one step closer to finishing our long overdue website.  
 The Marine Biologist will be hosting a presentation and a document evening in March at the Sands at Nomad. 

This will be on sea turtles including information from our project partners in Diani Turtle Watch and Olive    
Ridley Project, followed two weeks later with the movie ‘Turtle The Incredible Journey’. 

 The marine team will be busy both at the centre and on Chale Island during a week long visit of students from 
the Rift Valley Academy school, some of whom will be learning to scuba dive and participating in activities at 
the centre, while the others will be partaking in a marine ecology course on Chale Island.  

 The centre will be open to school visits, with some already booked for March. 
 And remember, this month is the GlobalGiving Accelerator, we really need your help to reach our goal of 

$5,000 raised between 9th March—25th March, with a minimum of 40 donors! 

Picture at the top: Marine team member, Fatma, addressing Kwale Scouts on Scouts Founders Day. Picture second from the top: Tradewinds Academy students observing a  
nearby pond. Picture on the bottom left; Kwale Scouts beach clean-up.  Picture on the bottom right; Art work from the Marine art club. 

thrilled to see our club has grown since 2019, from 20 
students to over 30! We look forward to working with 
these amazing girls in 2020! 

 Fourteen gap year students from Camps International 
joined us for 3 days at the end of February. Their time 
consisted of snorkeling, where they learnt about     
marine biodiversity, a beach clean up, and a variety of 
other activities, all targeted to teach participants 
about marine life in Kenya and conservation of the 
marine environment! 

 Our group of art enthusiasts met for the first time 
since 2019 to do art together, drawing marine objects 
at the Marine Education Centre. 

 Our internal staff training sessions continued this 
month with Fatma Manyenze presenting ‘Basic Tools 
for Data Collection’. 

 Finally, the Marine Biologist presented about marine 
biodiversity and screened the ‘Oceans’ movie at the 
Sands at Nomad! 

Feel free to contact us if you would like to learn more 
about our current programmes! 



This February our marine biologist conducted two Discover Dives with Diving the Crab. The first was Discover  

Underwater Romance, which was on Valentine’s day and explored the 

variety of underwater relationships between both members of the 

same species and different species. Many of these relationships were 

beneficial to both species (mutual), some were beneficial to one  

without harming the other (commensal), and others were beneficial to 

one while harming the other (parasitic). The second was Discover 

Whale Shark Migrations, which was on the 25th, and included both  

information about whale sharks and why they migrate, where they go, 

and how we can track them through the ocean. Unfortunately, we 

were not lucky enough to see one of these gentle giants on that day, 

but the season is still ongoing! 

It’s Whale Shark Season... 

Our marine team divers are 

still yet to sight a whale shark  

underwater this season!     

However, from all those who 

reported to us, we have           

confirmed eight whale shark sightings this month, with  

thanks to all three Diving the Crab bases, Furaha Fishing 

and Shuwari Sportsfishing for submitting their sightings.  

SCUBA TEAM 

The goby fish and the pistol shrimp were one mutually beneficial 
relationship divers spotted on the reef on Valentine’s Day! 

This Months Turtle  
Achievements with  

our Partners 

Our diving team submitted over 100 

turtle sightings in February to the Olive 

Ridley Project identification database! We do not yet have a sea 

turtle nest relocated to our site, but our partners in Diani Turtle 

Watch have been monitoring throughout their zones from Waa 

to Funzi Island. Don’t forget to check out both of the projects 

monthly updates, and support their work by adopting a sea 

turtle living on the Diani reefs or adopting a sea turtle nest! 
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Our four divers spent one morning snorkelling the  

coastline between Chale Island and Msambweni to look 

for evidence of sea turtles and map the habitat. We 

found mostly seagrass and macroalgae with patchy coral 

and unfortunately no evidence of sea turtles, but it was a 

fun morning with the survey being carried out using the 

‘manta tow’ method in which the boat gently pulls the 

snorkelers to cover distance quicker. We plan to explore 

other possible sea turtle shallow coastal and lagoon  

habitats this way as so far we only know where they are 

spending their time at scuba diving depths! 

Right: team photo, Top left: keeping on course, Bottom left: snorkelers  
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Conservation Education Society/ Marine Education Centre  

P.O. Box 5066-80401 

Diani Beach, South Coast, Kenya  

+254 757 130 827 

www.ceskenya.com 

info@ces-kenya.org/ info@marineeducationcentre.com 

Remember  
If you see a turtle 

nesting or an injured 
turtle along Diani beach, 

please contact Diani 
Turtle Watch team on 

+254 758 961 322 

If you would like to learn more or support 
our work, you can visit us at the Marine     

Education Centre (see map below) or     
contact us on info@ces-kenya.org to find 

out more. 

https://www.facebook.com/conservationeducationsociety
https://www.facebook.com/MarineEducationCentre/
https://www.instagram.com/conservationeducationsociety/
https://twitter.com/CES_Kenya
http://www.ces-kenya.org
mailto:info@ces-kenya.org
mailto:info@marineeducationcentre.com
https://www.reefolution.org/
https://www.kwaleplasticsplus.com/
https://oliveridleyproject.org/
https://localocean.co/about-loc/
https://www.facebook.com/dianiturtlewatch/

