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In this month’s newsletter we  take a look back at 2019 and at some of our highlights! 
We also continue to look at why we all need to make the sustainable choice in 2020, 

along with some simple solutions.  Finally, we outline what you should expect from us 
in the coming year. 

2020, Here we Come 
It’s been a crazy busy year here at the Marine Education Centre, our Marine Team has grown, incorporating more 
organisations and team members. We received near to 1,000 students in 2019, from both local and international 
institutes. We have continued to build and strengthen our community ties, and our marine based fieldwork has 
expanded; from assisting in the turtle ID project with the Olive Ridley Project, through to seagrass and coral reef 
mapping in partnership with different local organisations.    
The Marine Team are working on our 2019 Annual Report, which will be shared with everyone no later than Janu-
ary 31st! In the meantime, we wanted to share with you some of our high-
lights from 2019, so here we go! 
January- The Marine Education Centre along with Kwale Plastic Plus Collec-
tors (KPPC) participated in the unforgettable Flipflopi Expedition. This was the 
first voyage of the first ever dhow made entirely out of recycled plastic. The 
Marine Education Centre also began presentation and documentary evenings 
at the Sands at Nomad Hotel. 
February- The Diani Turtle Watch (DTW) nest relocation site at the Sands at 
Nomad received its first sea turtle nest of the year. Throughout 2019 this re-
location site was home to 16 nests! The Marine Team visited schools near 

Shimba Hills. The team took the oppor-
tunity to speak to teachers and stu-
dents about conservation and the amazing conservation work being done 
within schools. These schools are part of our Marine Curriculum programme, 
many of the students had never visited Diani beach despite being only a 40-
minute drive away! 
March- As part of our Marine Curriculum programme, the first round of 
school visits to the Marine Education Centre occurred. This was an oppor-
tunity for students to learn about marine conservation, building on our ma-
rine themed worksheets provided to schools prior to their visit. The Centre’s 
Marine Biologist also conducted a week-long training on reef ecology with 
students from Rift Valley Academy. 

April- The Conservation Education Society became a registered society, going 
live with posts on social media for the first time.  
May- Preparations for the Diani’s First Sea Turtle Festival were well underway. 
In May, the Festival went live on social media, attracting followers from all 
around the world! 
June- Fatma Manyenze joined the Marine Team, in time for the first ever Sea 
Turtle Festival, which happened on the 16th June. Plastiki Rafiki also joined us 
in June to install a plastic recycling workstation at the centre in partnership 
with KPPC. 

Picture Above: Flipflopi Dhow with students enjoying a 
trip along Diani Beach. 

Picture Above: Students visiting the centre in March to 
learn about Marine Conservation. 

Picture Above: Fatma talking to students and guests at 
Diani’s Sea Turtle Festival. 
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July & August- The Camps International summer programme kept the 
Marine Team busy throughout July and August, with the centre receiv-
ing approximately 350 students from the UK from the beach cleans 
conducted by these students alone, we removed 21,699 pieces of trash 
along Diani Beach! Conservation Education Society published their first 
newsletter in July! 
September- The Marine Team joined KPPC to lead Diani residents, stu-
dents and tourists in cleaning Diani’s beach, as part of the International 
Coastal Clean-up! 
The Centre’s first marine after school club was launched at Mama Lo-

renza Vocational Centre. The Marine Education Centre marked its first year in operation! 
October- The Marine team joined forces with CORDIO and KMFRI to offer an 11-week internship to four Kenyan 
graduates mapping seagrass and coral reef ecosystems between Tiwi and Chale Island.  
November- Our team almost doubled in size with the arrival of Leah, working for the Olive Ridley Project, Pauline 
joining the Conservation Education Society, and Dempsey joining Diani Turtle Watch. 
December- We participated in the popular Christmas Fair at the Sands at Nomad Hotel, with all proceeds raised 
donated to the Marine Education Centre! This was also a great opportunity to launch our beautiful (and sustaina-
ble) products, all made in Kenya!  

Check out our annual report for a detailed overview of 2019 activities, which will be released in January!  

Why we should all make the sustainable choice in 2020. 

 

Following from Novembers newsletter, we wanted to continue our sustainable message with reasons why we all 
need to make sustainable choices in 2020. Below are some facts on why sustainable living is so important, and re-
member, we stock a variety of sustainable products in our gift shop! 
Did you know that the world has undergone an approximate 620% increase in plastic production in the past 40 
years? Furthermore, it is predicted that the quantity of plastic waste enter-
ing the ocean will increase 10 times by 2025! Reduce your impact in 2020 
by sourcing reusable alternatives to plastic! 
The average family goes through approximately 24 rolls of clingfilm per 
year, which totals around $90. Why not use Beeswax wraps instead, saving 
both the environment and your money!  
Plastic never disappears, it just gets smaller, therefore every piece of plas-
tic ever made is still in existence today! While some plastic will break down 
quicker than others, many will remain in the environment for hundreds of 
years. For example, coffee cups with plastic lining may only take 30 years 
to break down, but a plastic water bottle will take over 400 years, while a 
standard sanitary pad could take over 800 years! Why not buy one of our 

reusable coffee cups or 
sanitary pads! 
Did you know 35% of the 
total trees chopped down 
are used to produce paper? 
Furthermore, 1 tonne of 
paper consumes 98 tonnes of resources in manufacturing. Scarily, 
70% of the world’s paper still comes from diminishing natural for-
ests, not from plantations or recycling! Next time you buy paper 
look for recycled paper; not only do we sell recycled notebooks; we 
also have pencils made from old newspapers! 
Many of the chemicals in our household cleaners contribute to en-
vironmental problems when rinsed down drains and flushed down 
toilets. These chemicals can then enter our rivers, streams, lakes 

and oceans, causing excessive vegetation growth, clogging up waterways, outcompeting other marine plants and 
crowding out animals. This leads to a depletion of oxygen in the water, which in the end kills the plants and ani-
mals! We have recently began stocking non-toxic cleaning products from Grounded! 

Picture Above: Implementation of a recycling scheme as part of 
the activities for the marine after school club. 

Picture Above: Some of our sustainable products sold at the Marine 
Education Centre’s gift shop Diani Beach. 

Picture Above: Reusable sanitary pads, made by a nearby 
womens group. 
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The Conservation Education Society and the Marine 
Education Centre have had a busy December;  
 We firstly apologise for not acknowledging and 

thanking the East African Women’s League in No-
vember for their incredibly kind donation of KSH 
10,000! Thank you for your support! 

 We finished our summer programmes with both 
Taekwondo and Colobus Conservation, hosting … 
children at the centre. Activities included beach 
clean ups, documentary viewing and tours of the 
centre! 

 We were visited by the Kwale County Acting Direc-
tor for Education, which was returned with a visit to 
the Department of Education in Kwale to discuss 
working together. The meetings went well, and we 
look forward to working with both the Kwale Coun-
ty Education Department and Teacher Commission 
Services in 2020. 

 We met with some of the Scout sub-county direc-
tors for Kwale; the meeting was productive, discuss-
ing future programmes such as mangrove planting 
and ended with a visit to the beach where we found 
the skull of a humpback whale! 

 We visited an amazing mangrove project in Tiwi and 
were shown around by the … community group. We 
were incredibly impressed by their commitment to 
mangrove restoration.  

 We participated in the Nomad Christmas Fair, all 
proceeds raised was donated to the Marine Educa-
tion Centre, totaling …! Thank you to the Sands at 
Nomad! 

 We now have a beautiful gift shop, packed full of 
sustainable and locally produced products! 

 
Feel free to contact us if you would like to learn more 

about our current programmes! 
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What’s coming up... 

We are incredibly excited for 2020 and have many exciting projects coming up! In January we will be working hard 
on our 5-year strategy, launching our website, as well as our 2019 annual report! Both documents will outline our 
objectives for the years to come. Although we can’t go into detail just yet, we have highlighted some below; 
 In January, we will be participating with Diani’s only cultural festival, the Diani regatta, and also will be present 

at the Kenya Kite Cup, along with our partner Diani Turtle Watch. 
 We will be launching our Sustainable Period project in selected schools. 
 We look forward to building community ties within Diani, with particular focus on mangrove conservation. 
 We will be expanding our schools programmes, reaching out to more schools and teachers, both locally and 

internationally. 
 We will be increasing our partnerships both locally and internationally.  
 We would like to take the opportunity to thank all our sponsors and supporters during 2019, because without 

we would not be where we are today, our achievements are not just ours, but all of ours! We look forward to 
2020 and hope you continue this journey with us!  

Picture top and bottom: The marine team meets with Kwale scouts and visit an old 
humpback whale skull. The summer programme in full swing both at Colobus Conserva-
tion and at the centre. The Marine Team visiting a Mangrove project in Tiwi. 
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Conservation Education Society/ Marine Education Centre  

P.O. Box 5066-80401 

Diani Beach, South Coast, Kenya  

+254 757 130 827 

www.ceskenya.com 

info@ces-kenya.org/ info@marineeducationcentre.com 

Remember  
If you see a turtle 

nesting or an injured 
turtle along Diani beach, 

please contact Diani 
Turtle Watch team on 

+254 758 961 322 

If you would like to learn more or support 
our work, you can visit us at the Marine     

Education Centre (see map below) or con-
tact us on info@ces-kenya.org to find out 

more. 

https://www.facebook.com/conservationeducationsociety
https://www.facebook.com/MarineEducationCentre/
https://www.instagram.com/conservationeducationsociety/
https://twitter.com/CES_Kenya
http://www.ces-kenya.org
mailto:info@ces-kenya.org
mailto:info@marineeducationcentre.com
https://www.reefolution.org/
https://www.kwaleplasticsplus.com/
https://oliveridleyproject.org/
https://localocean.co/about-loc/
https://www.facebook.com/dianiturtlewatch/



