
 
Amazing in many ways, from their astonishing 
size, to their mottled grey skin covered in         
hundreds of spots. It is these spots that gave these 
animals their local name “Papa shillingi” meaning 
“shark covered in shillings”. The story goes that 
God was so pleased with his creation of the most 
beautiful fish in the ocean that he gave his angels 
handful of silver coins to throw down from heaven 
onto its back.  
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The Conservation Education Society (CES) and Marine Education Centre (MEC) have had an             

incredibly busy August. Both CES and MEC hosted over 350 UK based students and teachers from 

Camps International through July and August, saying bye to our last team on the 18th of August.   

Furthermore, we hosted 1 day education programmes for local students and community groups.  

August was also the month to celebrate whale sharks, with the 30th of August marking International 

Whale Shark Day. That’s why this months Newsletter is dedicated to these gentle giants of the 

ocean! Read on to find out more and also what we have planned for September!  

  Celebrating The Gentle Giants of the Ocean! 
Written by Fatma Manyenze 

The 30th of August was the day to 
celebrate whale sharks. Every year, in 
the months of October through to 
April, with the peak season being mid 
February to mid March, these        
majestic fish can be spotted along 
Diani’s  coastline while snorkeling or 
diving. Despite their impressive size, 
whale sharks aren’t whales, they are 
sharks and the largest fish species in 
the sea, with the largest ever          
recorded being 18 metres in length. 
Furthermore, they have a flat broad 
head, and a mouth which can be up 
to 1.5 metres wide! 



2 

Whale sharks, despite their size, are completely 
harmless and there have been no reported attacks 
on people. In fact, although they are the biggest 
fish, they eat the smallest animal, plankton! They 
do this by swimming through the water with their 
mouth open, filtering the water as they swim 
along, sifting up to 600,000 litres in a single hour! 
Like many sea creatures, the greatest threat to 
whale sharks isn’t other marine life such as other 
sharks or orcas, but us humans!  

 
To learn more about this     

beautiful animal why not visit 
the Marine Education Centre’s 

whale shark room! 

Here are a Few Cool Whale Shark Facts! 
 

Whale sharks spend most of their time travelling between tropical waters north and south of the  
equator in search of food, migrating to warm environments in search of plankton and krill, which are 

tiny oceanic crustaceans, high in nutrients. 
 

The whale shark is covered in hard, tooth-like scales called dermal denticles, the hide on a whale 
shark's back can be up to 4 inches thick. Whale sharks can toughen this skin still further by clenching the 
muscles that lie just beneath it. Unlike their hide, their underbellies are relatively soft and vulnerable; so 

when approached by divers, a whale shark will often turn its belly away from them.  
 

Like sharks in general, whale sharks have very slow growth rates, are late to mature and have a low 
fecundity (birthrate), which makes them very susceptible to overfishing. That’s why we need to protect 

our ocean waters, as the biggest threat to whale sharks is humans! 
 

While their mouths are huge (A human could fit inside the mouth of a whale shark!), the oesophagus of 
an adult whale shark (the canal that connects the throat to the stomach) is remarkably tiny hence a diet 

limited to plankton and krill!  
 

While whale sharks look very similar to one another with their mottled grey skin and white dots, no 
two whale sharks are alike. Just like our finger prints, the skin on each animal is uniquely different with 

its own distinctive pattern of white dots spread across its body. This allows researchers to identify 
them as individuals and non-invasively track them.  

 
Although it’s difficult to determine the lifespans of whale sharks, modelling suggests they live about 70 

years (some sources claim they live up to 100 years) with individuals expected to reach sexual maturity at 
around 30 years of age. 



The Conservation Education Society along with 
the Marine Education Centre have had a busy 
month, read on to learn more;  
 Throughout July and August the centre has 

hosted over 350 UK students and teachers 
through our partnership with Camps           
International. During this time over 21,699 
pieces of trash was removed from Diani 
Beach during scheduled beach cleans.       
Furthermore, over 80% of the trash removed 
was PLASTIC!  

 We had the pleasure of hosting Global Youth 
Tie, a Chinese Volunteer organisation.  

 Over 47 students from all along the coast, 
aged between 7 years old and 14 years old 
joined us at the Marine Education Centre for 
a fun day of learning about our work and 
getting to make flip flop keyrings. This was 
through our partnership with Mama Lorenza 
Vocational Centre. 

 We hosted our second art workshop with  
Diani Residents. We will continue to meet 
monthly on the last Sunday of the month. 
Please join us!  

 

Feel free to contact us if you would like to learn 
more about our current programmes! 

Pictures from top left 
to bottom right: Fir st 
art workshop at the 
Marine Education 
Centre; Upcyclng 
workshop with Camps 
International       
participants; Global 
Youth Tie and the 
Marine Team posing 
with the turtles; Camps 
International       
participants watching a 
Turtle Excavation with 
Diani Turtle Watch. 
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‘Thank you for the 
opportunity, it was 

greatly appreciated! 
Learnt a lot! Had 

fun! Truly        
thankful’ -  

Camps International 
participant 

What’s coming up... 

 The Marine Education Centre hosts a documentary night twice each month. Blue Planet II was shown 
weekly throughout July and August, and the next set of evenings will be themed around sea turtles, 
with our partners in Diani Turtle Watch and the Olive Ridley Project, starting on 12th September. 

 We are open to the public between 3pm and 5pm, please visit us to learn more about our oceans. 
 We have recently launched a small gift shop, all products are made in Kenya and are ethically and  

sustainably made, we are in the process of adding to this with upcycled jewelry.  
 We are very close to launching our new website. This will have a variety of information, along with 

online payment options, making it easier to sponsor our work or the work of our partners!  
 We will be launching a new marine based programme with Mama Lorenza Vocational Centre this 

month, along with hosting documentary nights at the Vocational Centre for their students! 
 We now have a Lipa Na Mpesa Paybill number for donations, Paybill number: 607048, Account    

Number: name of customer. 

Drawings of Marine life by Local Students in Kwale 



Conservation Education Society Newsletter Issue 002 August  2019 

@conservationeducationsociety       @marineeducationcentre 
 

@conservationeducationsociety 
 

@CES_Kenya 

4 

Conversation Education Society/ Marine Education Centre  

P.O. Box 5066-80401 

Diani Beach, South Coast, Kenya  

+254 757 130 827 

www.ces-kenya.com 

info@ces-kenya.org/ info@marineeducationcentre.com 

Remember  
If you see a turtle 

nesting or an injured 
turtle along Diani beach, 

please contact Diani 
Turtle Watch team on 

+254 758 961 322 

If you would like to learn more or support 
our work, you can visit us at the Marine     

Education Centre (see map below) or contact 
us on info@ces-kenya.org to find out more. 

https://www.facebook.com/conservationeducationsociety
https://www.facebook.com/MarineEducationCentre/
https://www.instagram.com/conservationeducationsociety/
https://twitter.com/CES_Kenya
http://www.ces-kenya.org
mailto:info@ces-kenya.org
mailto:info@marineeducationcentre.com
https://www.reefolution.org/
https://www.kwaleplasticsplus.com/
https://oliveridleyproject.org/
https://localocean.co/about-loc/
https://www.facebook.com/dianiturtlewatch/

